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Maranatha Kids is the Children’s Ministry of Maranatha Evangelical Free Church 
(MEFC). We exist to join parents in the call to evangelize and disciple children to know 
and love God through Jesus Christ. With the Bible as our foundation, we strive to create 
a safe, purposeful, and age-appropriate atmosphere that fosters intentional 
relationships for children to grow and families to thrive. 

“Awana is a global, nonprofit ministry committed to the belief that the greatest 
impact for Christ starts with kids who know, love and serve Him.

“How does Awana fulfill this mission? Through God’s guidance and power, Awana 
strives to: 

Reach Kids
Awana reaches kids for Christ through fun, Scripture-rich experiences that lead 
them to know, love and serve Him. 

Equip Leaders 
Awana equips ministry leaders and parents to reach and disciple kids who impact 
their generation with the gospel. 

Change the World
God is at work changing the world through the evangelism and long-term 
discipleship ministry of Awana.” (awana.org)

Awana is one of the tools that MEFC uses in order to accomplish its vision for 
Maranatha Kids. The Scripture memory, parent involvement, adult leader commitment, 
and built-in fun assists us in making disciples that make disciples.

Why do we have Children’s Ministry?

What is awana?

Why do we provide an awana Program?

http://awana.org


For the three main clubs within Awana: Cubbies, Sparks, and T&T; there are three 
primary aspects:

A huge part of the Awana program is Bible memorization. This is accomplished 
through age specific, systematic books that are provided through the Awana 
organization. Because we believe that parents are called to be the primary disciplers of 
children, and due to the large number of children that attend our Awana program, we 
strongly encourage the book memory to take place within the context of the home. 
Children will memorize Scripture and even periodically receive assistance regarding his 
or her specific book at church, but progression through a child’s individual book will not 
be the primary focus of a Wednesday night. This being said, signatures signifying 
completion of a section will be done within the home. We also encourage parents to 
participate in memorizing Scripture— thus children are encouraged to sign for sections 
that parents can recite to them from memory as well. 

Large Group: 
Devotions & Music

Small Group: 
review questions, unified scripture 

memory, relationship building, & prayer

games: 
active fun

What does Awana look Like? : At home

What does Awana look like? : At church



CHANGES WE’VE MADE
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SIGNA+RES

SMALL GROUP 3ME

REWARDS

We used to require children to say his or her verse to one of our volunteers 
on a Wednesday night to receive a signature—this is no longer the case! 
We want parents to be the primary ones to work with their child, so now 
where “Leader” signatures are required, we ask that the mom, dad, or 
guardian of the child sign whenever the child says the verses on the page. 

Children will also be able to sign his or her name if the adult working with 
them is able to memorize and quote the Scripture to the child, for we desire 
you to lean God’s Word alongside your child. 

Because we are now encourage “book work” to be done at home, this gives 
us the opportunity to spend intentional time with your child to build lasting, 
godly relationships through small groups. These groups are designed 
based on age and gender and is a place where they will review the lesson 
given in Large Group and memorize a portion of Scripture together, going 
over meaning and context. 

The hope is that these groups will allow for children to tangibly learn what 
healthy community is as they learn, celebrate, and pray with each other. 

In previous years, we provided “Awana Bucks” and an “Awana Store” each 
week. These bucks were given out as a reward for signatures, good 
behavior, and for those that brought his or her Bible, book, and uniform. We 
are no longer providing bucks or a store, but instead we will be handing out 
stones. Each small group will work to place their stones in a monument of 
sorts—striving to reach a certain height. 

This system is designed to resemble biblical practices where people would 
build an altar at a certain location to recall the work of the Lord. Thus we 
desire to disciple children to celebrate what God is doing in the lives of 
individuals as well as within his or her small group. 


